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Our Purpose:   

Knowing, Loving, 
and Serving God 

and Others in 

Unity 
          

                 PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
 

God has done marvelous things for us! The love God has 
shown us in Jesus Christ is beyond our ability to understand 

(Ephesians 3:19). The joy God gives us in salvation is beyond 

our ability to express (1 Peter 1:8). The peace God gives is 
also beyond our comprehension (Philippians 4:7). Words 

simply fail to describe adequately the experience of  salvation 
we have in Jesus Christ. 

In recent years, many faith communities have made changes 
in worship preferences in order to be active and influential in 

the world today.  The goal is to be the church that transforms 
and challenges us -- the people of  God to be disciples instead 

of  simply associates.  During this time of  change we are 

reminded that our Creator and Savior is at the heart of  our 
worship. The “culture” in the church is changing, and we 

have all come together united on our purpose - to Know, 

Love and Serve God and Others in Unity. 

It should be no surprise that some of  us find that this change 
takes us out of  our comfort zone.  We have grown used to our 

traditional way of  doing church, and we can easily view a 
change in service time as an unnecessary interruption of  our 

comfort levels.  

You may question whether a revised worship time can bring 
anyone closer to God. It is true that simply changing 

terminology and behavior cannot force anyone to change 

their hearts. However, it can facilitate a change of  heart.  

I want to thank the folks that have volunteered to teach and 

help with the time transition -- God bless you for your 
passion to stretch yourself  to serve others having an outward 

focused faith.  We can use a few more people to rotate 

teaching or to substitute.  This is a very important time in the 
life of  our ministry together, and we are excited about the 

opportunity to welcome new folks into our faith community.   
May God continue to strengthen us and heal us as we serve 

God and others together.   

 
Pastor Lisa   

LAMPLIGHTER 
        DAVIDSONVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
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COUNCIL NOTES  
 

Greetings!  I hope everyone has been able to enjoy the summer so far.  I know in my house, the 

back-to-school thoughts are becoming pervasive.  For the parents, this is usually a more pleasant 
thought.  Or perhaps, the looming football season is a source of anticipation.  From my walk 

through the church today, the Peach Festival is certainly becoming an anticipatory event. 
 It has been a busy year at the church, but it is time that we ensure that the fourth quarter calendar 
events are scheduled.  This was a reminder at the most recent Church Council meeting.  Among 

those events are the yard sale on 4 October and the Charge Conference on 19 October.    
I’m providing the following to briefly recap the last two Council meetings: 

 

- Tithe income has been lower than budgeted, and while DUMC remains fiscally sound, 

committee chairs were asked to closely monitor their budgets. 

- SPRC has posted ads looking for a youth minister. In the meantime, Vickie McMurray is filling 

in as a liaison with CCDC, in addition to leading Milkshake Mondays for the youth. 

- Both the VIM mission trip and the Youth mission trip reported highly successful outings. 

- Don Wilson announced he would be stepping down as Trustee Chair effective 1 September, but 

he will continue to maintain the building. 

- Pastor Kyle’s celebration was well attended, and I would like to offer a special thanks to the 

Tidwells for leading the charge. 

- The Trustees approved a bid for a new sound system in Fellowship Hall with work expected to 

be complete in August; multiple committees are funding the effort. 

- CCDC is undertaking a remodel of the old kitchen. 

 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the church picnic on 17 August. 

 
Finally, I would like to offer a Naval blessing of “fair winds and following seas” for two of our own 

that God has called to serve him elsewhere -- Pastor Kyle and Courtney Ducharme.  This traditional 
blessing represents the ideal underway conditions for which all sailors yearn. You have both been an 

integral part of the church for many years, and your absence will be evident in many areas of the 
church that you touched. 

 

Romans 9:17 (ESV) For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I 
might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 

 

In His service, 
Chuck Sparks 

Council Chair 
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FINANCE REPORT 
                                                                      
Our Finance Committee and Church Council continue to monitor our expenses and income.  To 
date, our expenses exceed our income -- even more than normal for this time of year when members 

are often away for vacations.  

The biggest unknown remains how our church will adjust to our loss of Kyle.  Also financially, we 

don’t know how long this situation will continue or what our expenses will be after we have made 
appropriate personnel changes/additions.  For now, we have asked all of our committees to 
conserve, and we are cutting back on all expenses.  

We have also asked everyone that uses our facilities to stop changing the thermostats -- our electric 
bill continues to be our largest financial concern and one we cannot seem to control.  Many rooms 

have been reported as too cold when committees come to meet in the evening, and the doors to the 
fellowship hall are often found open (an area we do not cool during the week). If we all treat the 

usage of energy like we were paying the cost out of our own pocket, just as though we were at home, 
then maybe those doors will be closed and thermostats turned up when rooms are not in use. 
Though there are some indications that financially we are not doing as well as we have in the past, 

we have no major concerns as long as all of us are working together to spend wisely. 

Nelson Outten 

Finance Chair 
 

 

 
Send your prayer requests to prayerchain@dumc.net 
 
Bob Bence 
Kacia Smouse 

Oscar Grimes 
Nancy Bassford 

 

 
Leon Long 
Pastor Lisa's- Aunt Rose 

Joy Wood 
Betty Beatty 

 

 
Russ Smith 
Pat Shankle (back surgery) 

Eileen Smith (foot surgery)

 
 

Calling All Members of DUMC-- Young, Mature, Seasoned and New! 

 
Let's make this Peach Festival a huge success. Please email or 
call Dot Wood if you can come out and help peel peaches on 

Friday, 8 August. We are beginning at 8 AM and will continue 
throughout the day. At one time we had asked members how 

they came to DUMC and most answered, because I was invited 
to peel peaches, so join us and bring a friend.  Please contact 

Dot Wood at dorothymwood6@gmail.com  ( 443-458-3677) or 
the church office.  

mailto:dorothymwood6@gmail.com
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New Fall Worship and Christian Education Schedule 
 

God has done marvelous things for us!  
We are a blessed church with so much to share in our community.   

We have all come together to Know, Love and Serve God and Others in Unity. Pastor Lisa, staff  and 
the leadership of  DUMC are excited to announce our Fall Worship and Christian Education 

Schedule. We have outlined below our new church schedule which will kick off  on 14 September. 
 Please look over the opportunities to be involved and to help our church grow and become an even 

more vital part of  the Davidsonville Community. 
 

7 September, Promotion Sunday 8:30 AM and 10:00 AM 

Registration for Sunday School at 9:45 AM in the Fellowship Hall 
 

New Worship Times Beginning 14 September 
9:30 AM Contemporary Worship Service 

 
11:00 AM Traditional Service 

 

Sunday School Classes Beginning 14 September 
Pre K  

9:45 AM and 10:45 AM 
 

Elementary 
9:45 AM and 10:45 AM 

 

Middle School 
 10:45 AM 

 

High School 
 10:45 AM 

 

Adult Classes 
9:45 AM and 10:45 AM 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
9:30 AM 

 

The love he has shown us in Jesus Christ is beyond our ability to understand (Ephesians 3:19). 
 

Thank you to Debby Wasson, Karen Brachman, Bev King, Cindy Borchelt, Vickie and Tim 

McMurray, Pam Durbin, Lee Matousek, Gwen Purcell, Carol Chell and JP and Kristy Moseley who 
have committed to teach this fall.  If  you feel called to serve DUMC as a volunteer in the Christian 

Education Ministry, volunteers are teaching on a rotating schedule. We are looking for more teachers 

to rotate and substitute when needed. If  you would like to become a part of  our Education team 
please contact the church office. 

Email: dumcoffice@dumc.net, Phone 410.798.5511 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ephesians%203.19
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Sunshine Committee      
 

Our committee met in June and agreed upon a mission statement:  bringing the love and fellowship 

of their church family to those who are unable to join the family in worship. 

Our committee members have been seeing, calling and/or sending cards to Joy Wood, Nancy 
Bassford, Janet Argent, Anita Gray, Betty Mobra, Oscar Grimes, Russ Smith, Kacia Smouse, Bob 

Bence, Jean Ford, Leon Long, Betty Beatty and Ben Hopkins.  In addition to contacting these folks, 
we started giving some of them prayer shawls, large print Upper Rooms for their devotions and 
communion if they have been unable to come to church.  When we visit they often enjoy being 

caught up on the happenings at church.  Please keep all of these people in your prayers as they deal 
with various health issues, and please pray for Anita's family as they mourn her death. 

Those with needs that just came up are Pat Shankle who had back surgery on 29 July and Eileen 

Smith who will have foot surgery.  They will both be laid up for a while so all are welcome to call 

and see how they are doing or send a card. 

I would like to thank all the folks on the committee for their loving efforts. 

 If you would like to join this group please e-mail me at mathtutor5@verizon.net or call me at 410-

798-6901. 

 
Respectfully, 
Debby Wasson 

 
 

 

 
 
 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is 
hosting the annual DUMC picnic on 
Sunday, 17 August at 2 PM. SPRC will 
provide hamburgers and hot dogs, 
condiments and drinks.  
Here are the potluck dish requests: Last 
names that begin with A-H- Appetizers; 
I-P-Side Dish; Q-Z-Desserts.  
   
Join us at the Johnson’s historic home 
for fellowship, swimming, fun and good 
eats!  The address is 784 Mayo Road, 
Edgewater, MD  21037.   
 
Please call the church at 410-798-5511 
for more information or visit the website 
at www.dumc.net 

http://www.dumc.net/
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Milkshake Mondays 
Milkshake Monday has become a fan favorite with the Youth! Every Monday afternoon, the youth 
have come out for milkshakes, devotional time, and water activities. Milkshake Monday will 
continue throughout the summer. Join us every Monday from 5-6:30 PM.  Parents are welcome, too! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Vacation Bible Camp 
Son Treasure Island is where kids discovered 
God's love 7-11 July.  Holy Family and DUMC 
came together again this year for a wonderful 
Camp. They met their limit of 100 campers. 
Thank you to the volunteers who helped make 
this a spectacular week: Lynda Hall, Debby 
Wasson, Cindy Doney, Tim and Georgia 
McArdle and our camp counselors Arielle Hall, 
Marley Morris, Abby Geiman, and Mason 
Moseley.  
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Youth Party  
 
A big thank you to the Borchelt and Seidel families for hosting a day of boating, swimming and 
cooking out. The youth had a blast! 
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On Pentecost, three youth who completed Confirmation class joined DUMC.  They are Maggi 

Adey, Andrew Duswalt, and Sonny Travis.  Please join us in welcoming them into our church 

family. 
  

 
                                            

Connie’s Corner 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
How is it possible that we are already approaching the end of summer???  The Peach Festival is just 

around the corner, and it seems like the Strawberry Festival was just last week! Soon we’ll be baking 
apple pies!  The end of summer is a particularly nostalgic time for me; a reminder of times gone by, 

good friends, great fun and pleasant memories, of course, but also the reminder of so many “good 
byes.”  Good bye to summer and good bye to all the fun times.  Good bye to all those special 

summer friends.  Back to school, back to work, back to serious stuff.  Of course we all have friends at 
school and friends at work, too.  Friendships are an important part of our lives; so then, should be 

friendshifts.  It’s not easy to lose a friend for whatever the reason (even if only seasonal).   I have lost 

friends to death, to misunderstanding, to time and to circumstance; and each loss bears its own pain 
and its own grieving.  I had dinner last week with a friend I hadn’t seen in 25 years!  Imagine!    It is 

the very frailty of humanity that requires an acceptance of friendshifts.  But God has given us a 
friend who will be with us always.  What a friend we have in Jesus! 

Peace and Love,  
 
Connie  
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Blood Pressure Screenings Offered at DUMC 
 

 
 

Have you had your blood pressure screening?  

They are available through a partnership with 
Harbour Hospital and are usually held on the 
second Sunday between the early and late 

worship services.  Come to the sign-in desk in 
the annex foyer, register, and have the DUMC 

nurses check your blood pressure.  Healthy 
snacks are available on screening days as an 

alternative to donuts. Take care of your health 
so you can continue to serve others. 

The next screening is this Sunday,  3 

August 

Submitted by: Marie Simpson 

 

Youth Mission Trip 
 

Community Crossing Youth 
Mission Trip, Welch WV, 

was a great success. Twenty 
one youth and six adults 
participated in this trip.  We 

had several first timers 
attending. 

 
Thank you to all who 

supported the mission. We 
look forward to next year! 
 

 
 
As I travel the path of health recovery, some 

things and events have made the trip much 
easier.  A main one is the outpouring of cards, 

letters, emails, telephone calls along with 

prayers from my DUMC friends. 
It is difficult to reach each of you individually, 

so I collectively extend my sincere THANK 
YOU.  Your concerns are very much 

appreciated. 
 

Russ Smith 
 
 

I would like to thank everyone who saved 

aluminum cans for me for my trip to Philmont 

Scout Ranch in Cimarron, NM. The trip and 

the experience were amazing. I am going to 

continue to collect cans in order to earn some 

money towards my Eagle Scout Project at the 

church. The cans can be left in the kitchen 

with my name on the bag. Thank you very 

much.    

 

Bailey Masters 
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DUMC Hosts Send Off Dinner for Our Own Kyle Durbin 
 

On 28 June, we gathered to celebrate Kyle as he begins a new chapter of his ministry at Centenary 

UMC in Shady Side.   It was a bittersweet evening of laughter, music, great food and special 
surprises.  We’ll miss you, Kyle, Joanna, and Harrison, and we wish you the best. 

     

 

    
 

 

And from Pastor Kyle: 

Thank you to everyone who collaborated together and 
contributed towards the incredible farewell celebration, as 
well as the generous gifts.  I have 27 years of memories at 
DUMC and that will forever be one of my favorites.  You 
have all blessed my life in more ways than I can describe, 
and I will forever be thankful for the congregation that 
nurtured, encouraged, and enabled me to live out my 
vocation as Christ's disciple in pastoral ministry.  Until we 
meet again, may the Lord God bless you and keep you, 
may Christ's face shine upon you, and may the Holy Spirit 

give you peace.  Amen. 
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 Happy Birthday To You! 

 

August 

 
1   Patricia Cain 
3   Jamie Hopkins 
3   Bob Tomlinson 

3   Justin Wood 
5   Hayley Cohen 

5   Austin Fowler 
7   Becky Simpson 

8   Jo Allman 
8   Sharon Bence 
8   Chris Maskaleris 

8   Glenn Turkett 
9   Betty Beatty 

10  Joy Wood 
11  Kelsey Duswalt 

11 Benjamin Ward 
15 Linda McCarthy 

19  Oscar Grimes 
23 James Miller 

25  Arielle Hall 
25  Diane Sprecher 

25  Alden Sweet 
31  Janet Long 

31  Maynard Wratchford 
  

September 

 
5   Allison Arslanian 
6   Don Gibbin 

6  Melissa Webster 
7   Greg Scruggs 

9   Delma Miller 
11 Maya Morris 

13  Steve Alexander 
13   Lynda Hall 

15   Sheri Powell 
16   Karen Hirakawa 

16   Lauren King  
17  John Campbell 

17   Dot Wood 
19   Sharon Loss 

19   Mary Snyder 
20   Amanda Nicole Sparks 

21  Carl Gross 

22   Ed Hopkins 
23   Barbara O’Donnell 

24   Carly Dickerson 
25  Mo Hawk 

28 Susan Kidwell 
28 Dani Matousek 
29 Luke Borchelt 

29 Pam Matousek 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Anniversaries 
August 

 
3      Kyle and Joanna Durbin 
7     Frank and Sue Wood 
8     Joe and Barbara Emert 

10   Chuck and Tricia Moeslein 

16  Paul and Jean Deafenbaugh 
16   Rev. Davis and Esther Peck 

21   Ted and Karen Hirakawa 
26  Maynard and Cindy Wratchford 
27  Bill and Delma Miller 

28   Kenneth and Danielle Baird 
28  William and Mary Snyder 

 

September 

 
2    Damon and Rhonda Ostis 

5    Don and Robin Gibbin 

6    Randy and Marie Simpson 
10  Scott and Beverly Swaim-Staley 
19  Chip and Becky Robertson 
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In Memoriam 
 

 

Anita Gray   25 March 1920 – 25 July 2014  
 

 

Anita Radke Gray, 94, passed away at her residence in Berlin.  

She attended Whitewater Wisconsin State Teacher College and 
moved to the Washington area in 1940. After 30 years of service, 
Anita retired as an employment security advisor from manpower 

administration at the US. Department of Labor. Her interests 
included quilting, her family and partying with their friends. 

Anita was preceded in death by her husband of 60 years, George 
(Dale) Gray. She is survived by two children, Eleanora 

Musgrove of Frankford, DE and Daniel Gray of Glen Burnie; 11 
grandchildren, 21 great- grandchildren and four great-great-

grand children. 

 
 

Happy Faces at DUMC 
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Important August Dates 
2 August – UMM 8 AM 
4 August, 11 August, 18 August – 

Milkshake Monday 

9 August -- Peach Festival -11-2 
17 August -- Church Picnic- 2 PM 

24 August – Blessing of the Backpacks 

31 August -- Youth Sunday and Back to 
School Bash Brunch  
 

Important September 

Dates 
4 September – Prayer Shawl Ministry – 

4-6 PM 
6 September – UMM 8 AM 

7 September -- 11:00 Worship service 

returns (from 10:00) 
Week of 8 September – 9th – 12th grade 

Girls’ Bible Study begins- Day TBD 

9 September-- UMW Kick off Potluck 
at the home of Vonda Vales 

10 September – Prayer Shawl Ministry 

7-9 PM  
14 and 21 September – New Member 

Classes 

28 September – New Member Sunday 
28 September -- Last day of outdoor 

worship 

 

Important October 

Dates 
4 October – UMM 8 AM 

4 October – Yard Sale 8 AM – noon 

12 October – Blessing of the Animals -  
3 PM 

19 October – Charge Conference 1 – 4 

PM 
25 October – Hopkins Fall Festival – 5 

PM 

Davidsonville United Methodist 

Church 
P.O. Box 370  

819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville Maryland 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511,  Fax  410-798-6251 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Lisa Bandel 

Chairman Church Council: Chuck Sparks   

Lamplighter Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  

caroline@ddminsurance.com 

We are on the Web!  http://www.dumc.net 

Like us on Facebook: Davidsonville UMC    

 

The Lamplighter is published in February, 

April, June, August, October and December. 

 

Submission of material for The Lamplighter 

does not guarantee publication and is subject to 

editing. 

 

 
 

A parting thought from the editor – borrowed 

from the church that I attended when I was 

growing up: 

 

“Here we enter a fellowship. 

Sometimes we will agree to 

differ. Always we will resolve to 

love and unite to serve.” 

mailto:caroline@ddminsurance.com
http://www.dumc.net/

